
THE EXTENDED FAMILY - Donald’s Brothers & Sisters 

••••    Child 1 (G.-1.5.2.1) - Ellen GUNN, born in 1907,  married Malcolm SHEARSMITH. Ellen died in 1997 - her death is 

recorded...“Peacefully at Caithness General Hospital, Wick, on Wed Dec. 31 1997. Ellen Gunn,beloved wife of the late 
Malcolm, a dear mother and granny and great granny. Funeral service from St. Andrews Funeral Parlour, Olrig St., 
Thurso on Monday Jan. 5th at 1.45 pm., thereafter to the Thurso Cemetery. all friends respectfully advised. Sadly 
missed”.  They had 6 children... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Child 2 (G.-1.5.2.2) - Margaret GUNN, born in 1909, was a disabled spinster who worked as a housekeeper in Thurso. 

She did not marry. She died in 2001�”Peacefully at  Dunbar Hospital, Thurso, on July 22. Margaret S Gunn (92 years), 
late of 6 Macpherson Walk, Thurso. Daughter  of the late Donald and Helen Gunn , Halkirk. A dear sister and aunt. 
Funeral service in Halkirk Parish Church, on Wed. July 25 at 11.45 am, thereafter to Halkirk Churchyard. All friends 
respectfully invited. Family flowers only, but donations, if desired, to Dunbar Hospital League of Friends”. 

 

• Child 3 (G.-1.5.2.3) - Alexandrina GUNN, born in 1911, was disabled. She never married but she had a son. 

Alexandrina died in 1989 
 
 
 
 
 

 

⇒⇒⇒⇒    Child 1 (G.-1.5.2.1.1) - 
Francis Robert GUNN, 
was born 03/03/1926 at 
Bardneclaren, near Thur-
so, before Ellen married 
Malcolm.  

∗∗∗∗    He was brought up by 
his grandparents, Don-
ald and Helen.  

∗ He lived at Halkirk, in 
the same house his 
grandparents’ lived in 
and looked after Murdo 
and Catherine.  

∗ Francis did not marry. 
∗ His Australian cousins, Murray Hill, and Malcolm & Jan 

have visited Bobby several times. Perhaps the key visit 
was in 2010, when Bobby escorted Malcolm & Jan to 
the Dirlot Castle & Cemetery, followed by a great lunch at the local Halkirk Hotel. 

∗ Francis died suddenly on August 19th, 2012, aged 86. 
∗∗∗∗    He was buried in The Halkirk Cemetery. 

⇒⇒⇒⇒    Child 2 (G.-1.5.2.1.2) - Diana (“Dolly”) SHEARSMITH married Cecille McLEAN, now deceased. They had 6 chil-

dren. Dolly lives in Thurso. 
⇒⇒⇒⇒    Child 3 (G.-1.5.2.1.3) - Lena SHEARSMITH married Alexander SMITH, now deceased�.They had 6 children 

and 3 grandchildren. Lena lives at Thurso. 
⇒ Child 4 (G.-1.5.2.1.4) - Edward SHEARSMITH married Kitty FALCONER and migrated to Melbourne.  From 

Flora Naylor’s travel diary...“Grandson of Helen and Donald Gunn  = Ted and Margaret Shearsmith, Numurkah, Victoria. 78 

years, March 1935”. Later, they moved to 34 Lockhart St., Camberwell Victoria. They had 2 children, Edward and 
Margaret, a teacher. Both are married. Kitty died in 2005. 

⇒ Child 5 (G.-1.5.2.1.5) - Sandy SHEARSMITH was a soldier and in the security business. He married Lorna and 

there was no issue. Sandy died in Jan. 1988, and Lorna in 2010.. 
⇒ Child 6 (G.-1.5.2.1.6.) - Margaret  SHEARSMITH married Allan CHESSIER, who died a s a young man. They 

lived in Stockton. They had 3 children...Linda who married Keith ??, but separated; James, an electrician; Eliza-
beth who married Bob?? 
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⇒⇒⇒⇒    Child 1 (G.-1.5.2.4.1) - William GUNN married Beatrice and has a painting  business in Leeds. 

⇒ Child 1 (G.-1.5.2.3.1) - Alistair GUNN who was a joiner at Dounreavy and married Christina, “Tina” 
SUTHERLAND. They have a son, Gavin also a joiner who married Davina, and a daughter, Gilian, a 
careworker, who married David Flett. 

Francis GUNN, Sept 2003 

Child 5 - Murdoch & Margaret GUNN - Their Family 

Child 2 -  Donald & Helen GUNN  - Their Family 

From John O’ Groats Journal 

Malcolm Gunn & Bobby 
Gunn, Dirlot Castle, 2010 



THE EXTENDED FAMILY - Donald’s Brothers & Sisters 

• Child 4 (G.-1.5.2.4) - William GUNN, born 1915,  married married Magdalena SWANSON. William died of kidney fail-

ure on his birthday, 30th April 1954, aged 39, and was buried in Halkirk. They had one son, “Billy”�4 children. 
Magdalena married twice more.  

 

• Child 5 (G.-1.5.2.5) - Murdo (“Doie”) GUNN was born 02/03/1918 at Rackell Farm near 

Wick. He did not marry. He was deaf and dumb. Murdo lived with Francis at 51 Bridge St. 
Malcolm and Jan Gunn were fortunate enough to visit Murdo, Francis and Catherine in Sep-
tember 2003. Murdo died, after illness with Cancer, on May 18th 2004 at the Caithness Hos-
pital, Wick. He was buried in the Halkirk Cemetery on May 21st. 

 

• Child 6 (G.-1.5.2.6.) - Catherine GUNN  was born 14/07/1920. She also was deaf and dumb. 

She had one son� 
 

Catherine married William GEDDES (now deceased) who was also deaf and dumb. They had 
no family. Catherine lived at Heather Bell Cottage, Bridge St., Halkirk, next door to Francis and Murdo Gunn. Catherine 
died in 2005. 
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Murdo & Francis outside 
their home, Bridge Street 

Halkirk, 2003 

Catherine GUNN, Sept. 2003 

Child 5 - Murdoch & Margaret GUNN - Their Family 

Child 2 -  Donald & Helen GUNN  - Their Family 

⇒ Child 1 - (G.-1.5.2.6.1.) - Donald MOWAT married Janet FRASER ...here, also, a 

“Gunn” married a “Baikie”.  

They have 2 children� 
∗ Alan who married April McVEY (now divorced)...they had 2 children, Mi-

chael & Kirsty. He then re-married Frances MacLEAN, and they have 1child, 
Jessica.. 

∗ Fiona married William McIVOR. 

Gavin GUNN / Janet STEPHEN    Benjamin BAIKIE / Helen BARNESTON 
  |       | 
Peter GUNN / A;lexandrina ROBERTSON   George BAIKIE / Charlotte SWANSON 
  |       | 
Murdoch GUNN / Margaret SUTHERLAND   Margaret BAIKIE / Kenneth SWANSON 
  |       | 
Donald GUNN / Helen MOWAT    Charlotte SWANSON / Tavish FRASER 
  |       | 
Catherine GUNN / William GEDDES    David FRASER /  Agnes BRYSON 
  |       | 
 Donald MOWAT ————————————————————-Janet FRASER  


