
Child 1 - JIM & MAURINE GUNN  

Now retired and living at Mitcham, Jim is usually to be found in his workshop making 
apparatus for magicians. Maurine had been known to help with some of the necessary sewing when 
not involved in gardening and church activities.  

Maurine died in 2000 , after a short illness. Until a few months before her death, 
she held the post of Convenor of her church women’s guild, was amember of the Mother’s Union 
and two Probus clubs. She also enjoyed the company of her fellow retired school principals and the 
friends she made in teachers College. It was however her family which was of the utmost importance 
to her. She was an extraordinary letter writer, and when living in Parndana, wrote seven letters every 
week, twice each week to each of the three older children who were away at school, and once to her 
mother. Later she wrote to Kathryn (in London), and Andrew (in Sydney) on a weekly basis, and monthly 
to a pen friend, met in New Zealand on holiday, who lived in England. Once she retired, every year 
she would make jars of marmalade and jam for charity, a skill she 
learned from Elsie.  

  
 

 On Feb. 5th, 2013, Jim celebrated his 90th birthday...his son, Andrew wrote... 
“Still firing on all cylinders, Jim Gunn, father of website editor Andrew Gunn, and of daughters Kath, Hel-
en and Mandy had his 90th birthday on February 5, 2013. 
Jim’s celebrations occurred on February 2nd, a few days earlier than his actual birthday.  There was a 
large turn-out of Jim’s family and friends for the occasion, when Helen Harpas (nee Gunn) and husband 
Steve hosted the occasion. 
Over 50 guests arrived at the appointed time, with a large contingent from New South Wales.  The whole 
of the Gunn Clan from Sydney seemed to have descended upon Adelaide!  Andrew’s son and daughter 
had flown into Adelaide the previous day and they had brought their respective spouses and children with 
them. 
Jim’s daughter, Mandy, had also flown in a few days earlier from Tasmania. 
A magician miraculously appeared and several mysterious tricks later, the guests were treated to a feast 
of cakes, pies and barbecued shasliks. 
To wrap up the events, Keith Bull delivered a humorous anecdote about his experiences in pushing Jim’s 
three-wheeler car when it broke down many years ago when the two of them attended university at 
night.  Andrew presented his father with a scrapbook containing photos and messages from members of 
the immediate family.  Jim also presented his great grandchildren with some wooden toys he had crafted 
in his workshop, as well as congratulating each member of the family for their achievements. 
By 5 o’clock guests began to dwindle away with some very happy memories”. 
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JIM & MAURINE GUNN —Their Family 
 
Child 1 (0.2.1.1.) - Kathryn GUNN 
 

0.2.1.1. GUNN, Kathryn Margaret  
 Born  31/12/1949 Riverton Hospital, Riverton, South Aust....Family 
 Occupation   Researcher.....Family 
 Residence   Lower Mitcham, Adelaide, South Aust. ...Family 
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Kathryn Gunn 

Jim’s 90th 


