
THE EXTENDED FAMILY - Donald’s Brothers & Sisters 

Child 5 -  Murdoch & Margaret GUNN  - Their Family 
 

  
 
 

••••    Child 1 (G.-1.5.1.1) - Jessie GUNN was born at home, Keiss. She married George WARES. They lived at Haster Farm 

(??). George died in 1977, and Jessie in 1993, aged 92.  
They had one daughter... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

••••    Child 2 (G.-1.5.1.2) - Jean GUNN also was born at home, Keiss. She married Archie 
FARR, and was without issue. Archie worked on a forest estate. Archie died in 
1989, and Jean in 1978.  

 

••••    Child 3 (G.-1.5.1.3) - Margaret GUNN was born 13/04/1913 at home, Keiss. She mar-
ried ?? FRASER and was without issue. They retired to Inverness in 1984. Her husband 
died in 1989, and Margaret now lives at Culloden, Inverness.  

 

••••    Child 4 (G.-1.5.1.4) Murdoch ("Murdo") GUNN was born at home, Keiss in 1920 and 
married Elizabeth (Betty). During WW2, he served as a Royal Engineer in the army, 
ending up in Germany at war’s end. He was a joiner with the Wick District Council. Mur-
do died in 1987 of cancer shortly after he retired. Betty died  on the 10th August, 
2012. Her eldest daughter, Maureen recalls9”She had deteriorated over the last two weeks 

of her life and we were blessed by he fact that we were all with her at the end, Murdo having driven 
up from Glasgow late on Thursday night.  We held her funeral from my house in Thurso Rd. (Wick) 
as she would have expected to have been buried from home.  It was a really lovely service and we 
were able to read some of the poems she had written.  Most of her poems we did not know existed 
until we were going through some of her papers”...I only just  read the John O' Groat Journal this 
evening and was so shocked to read of Bobby's (p.317) death.  This came as such a shock as he 

was with us on the 13th of August for Mum's funeral”.  
They had three children9PTO. 
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• Murdoch was born in 1877 at Keiss, his mother being Jane Bain (nee Leith). Jane subsequently married 
John Bain, fisherman, and died in 1907 (the witness was her son, Murdoch Gunn), aged 59 of influenza and 
congestion of the lungs. 

 

• Margaret was born in 1879, her parents being William (a farmer) & Jessie Geddes (nee Levach). She was a 
domestic servant and also resided at Keiss. 

 

• Murdoch, aged 30, married Margaret, aged 28 and after Banns according to the Free Church of Scot-
land, at the Keiss Church on the 6th September 1907. 

 

• He was a crofter (they had a cow and a horse, some sheep) and salmon fisherman, and they lived on 7 acres, 
in the croft at Keiss (see photograph on his father’s story...it is now held by their grand-daughter, Maureen Miller), 
built by his father...the four children slept in the 2 small bedrooms on the top floor. 

 

• The children attended the Keiss School (the same school which their grand-daughter, Maureen Miller, is now 

principal), and later to Wick High School, travelling on a special bus. 
 

• Murdoch died, aged 45, of pulmonary Tuberculosis (the witness was his 

father, Murdoch) on the 19th August 1922 at Keiss, and so Maggy brought 
the children up, and continued work on the croft with help from neighbours 
who did the ploughing. 

 

• Maggy died in 1952 (at Bignall Hospital Wick ??).  
 

• Both, Murdoch and Maggy are buried in the Keiss Cemetery, 2 miles 
south of Auckingill,  grave No. 111. Flora Naylor wrote in her diary of  her 
1961 trip ...”At Keiss Cemetery, we found the headstones of Peter Gunn and 
his wife, Alexandrina Robertson & Murdoch Gunn (Donald's brother Murdoch's 

eldest son), we met  of Auckingill-Keiss”. 
 

Margaret FRASER 
Aged 90, Sept. 2003 

Child 1 - Murdoch & Maggie GUNN - Their Family 

Child 1 (G.-1.5.1.) -  Murdoch GUNN (1877-1922) & Margaret ("Maggy") GEDDES (1879-1952)  

⇒ Jean WARES, was born in 1950, and she married James HENDERSON. Jean died in 1987, aged 37. They 

had 2 boys, Allister & Donald. 


