
Child 2 - BEN & ELSIE GUNN  

Kathryn spent 1966 over in Adelaide at boarding school while the rest of the family was 
in Parndarna, Kangaroo Island. She soon got permission to spend each weekend at Largs with her 
grandparents. Both were getting frail and "Mrs Davis", the wife of a railway worker,  was coming on a 
regular basis from the mid fifties to help with the heavy cleaning, washing and ironing. Kathryn  
would arrive after school on Friday, get tea and then do homework. On Saturdays she would shop 
with Ben and do the housework under Elsie's tutelage. She would also get the meals with Elsie 
sitting at the table and telling her what to do.....they would do a week's cooking that Ben only had to 
heat up. Kathryn would finish her homework while Ben & Elsie slept in the afternoons. On Sunday 
Ben and Kathryn would go to church....Elsie was too frail to sit through a service. During the week, 
Ben would get Elsie breakfast in bed each day - tea...no milk or sugar, burnt toast, butter and 
marmalade. He tried very hard but the toast was always burnt. Ben had his porridge, always, but 
always soaked overnight and eaten without sugar. Ben would always insist  on Elsie having a pretty 
matching cup, saucer and plate. When he broke the handle off the cup, at least twice a year, he 
would go out and buy another so it would match. 

The grandchildren considered themselves very fortunate in their grandparents....they 
found time for them, but did not spoil them. Ben helped them make boats and kites out of scraps, he 
took them swimming and to watch the boats. He took them to and from the library in Port Adelaide. 
Elsie never set foot in the place but would read voraciously.  

They cared deeply for one another. A lot of people have commented on the closeness of 
their marriage...there was a lot of give and take, but Ben once described himself as "deeply 
fortunate" in having married Elsie and she used to say she "could not have had anyone better than 
Ben." Ben died three months short of their 60th wedding anniversary, in 1975 at St. Margaret’s 
Hospital, Semaphore. He was cremated at Centeenial Park, Adelaide. Elsie died 4 years  later  in 
1979, also at St. Margaret’s Hospital and was cremated at Centennial Park. 

BEN & ELSIE - Their Family 
   0.2.1. James Allen Baikie GUNN / Maurine Lesley FINLAYSON 

    0.2.1.1. Kathryn Margaret GUNN 

    0.2.1.2. Andrew James Baikie GUNN /  Janice SCOTT 

           Ruth STEWART 

     0.2.1.2.1. Ben Andrew GUNN / Carina CURRY 

      0.2.1.2.1.1. Grace GUNN  

      0.2.1.2.1.2. Harry Benjamin GUNN  

     0.2.1.2.2. Kelly Beth GUNN / Adam LEMKE 

      0.2.1.2.2.1. Joscelyn Summer  LEMKE 

      0.2.1.2.2.2. Phoebe LEMKE 

    0.2.1.3. Helen Lesley GUNN / Steven HARPAS 

     0.2.1.3.1. Yiani Harpas 

     0.2.1.3.2. Ilya HARPAS 

    0.2.1.4. Amanda GUNN 

   0.2.2 . Graham Samuel GUNN / Mary PURCHES 

    0.2.2.1. Christopher John GUNN 

    0.2.2.2. Timothy James GUNN 

 
 

 

Ben & Elsie’s 50 th Wedding Anniversary 
Mary, Jim, Elsie, Ben, Maurine, Graham 
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