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• Your Committee… 

⇒ Jim Gunn. 
⇒ Katherine Gunn. 
⇒ Keith & Faye Gunn. 
⇒ Malcolm & Jan Gunn. 
⇒ Bob & Coralie Gunn. 
⇒ Robyn Ward. 
⇒ Bob & Carol Schofield. 
⇒ Di Schafranek. 

Send your Feedback to.. 
 

Malcolm Gunn, 
3 Geary Place, 
Athelstone, SA 5076  
08 83652767 
mjgunn@box.net.au 

Reminders 

• Can you let Mal-
colm know of 
any updates, 
changes of ad-
dress, phone 
numbers. 

• We encourage you 
to continue write 
to / email /  visit 
your cousins. 

• Can you please 
supply us with 
your email if you 
have one. 

“Some “titbits” 
Marjory Drysdale was given information 
from a friend, Graeme Dunlop-retired 
marine engineer, on the ship 
“Koombana” and Malcolm’s grandpa’s 
(Murdoch Gunn) fortunate escape 
from the disaster. This information and 
Murdoch’s signature was in the text 
book, “The Marine Steam Turbine” for 
engineers published in 1906 and cost-
ing six shillings!! It appears that the 
ship was also carrying quite a fortune in 
pearls. The photo of the ship came 
from another publication. 

Photo from Mrs Matheson, Auckingill 
“1st House, now demolished where Donald Gunn left for 

Australia” 

“John O’Groats Road” 

The Session Clerk of the Port Adelaide Presbyterian Church (Mr. W.D. Inglis) to-
day announced that the last service will be held in the historic church on Sunday, 
October 3rd, at 7,00 pm.  
 

Built in 1881 by some of the pioneers of the district at a cost of 3, 933 pounds, the 
church has served the community for nearly a century, but with the passing of time and 
the industrial growth of Port Adelaide, the congregation has decided to rebuild in Har-
greave Street, Peterhead. This will  make a total of four church buildings having been 
built for Presbyterians in Port Adelaide. 
The first Presbyterian services were held in 1849 in the home of Captain Hugh Quinn on 
the site of where the flagstaff of the Town Hall now stands. The first minister was the 
Rev. Peter Mercer. 
 

In 1857 the church erected a building at the corner of Marryatt Street at a cost of 
1,600 pounds, seating some 300 people. 
 

The present church was erected to meet the need of growth in Port Adelaide and 
the first service was held on February 1883. 
 

The closing service is to be conducted by the Rev. R.S.C. Blance, a former Sunday 
School teacher and member of the church….The new Port Adelaide Presbyterian 
Church is now nearing completion under the direction of the architects, Cheesman, 
Doley, Brabham and Neighbour, the builder being George Balalis and Company. Suit-
able arrangements are being made to incorporate the many memorials in the new build-
ing. A feature of the new building will be the magnificent stained glass windows from the 
old church, being prominently placed on the front wall.  Completion is anticipated by the 
end of November”. 

Murray Hill found this news-article in one of his old 
photo albums. 

“Last Service at Historic Church” 

The newsletters 
are now  

available on  
Andrew Gunn’s 

website… 
http://

www.andrew-
g.com/gunnsite/

index1.html  



 

Death of Phyl GUNN, nee Tank...in late August, 2006, Phyl contracted a severe 
chest infection resulting in bronchial pneumonia, and early in the morning on 31st Au-
gust, she quietly and peacefully passed away.  
 

Phyl was... 
• “The woman behind the man”...she was devoted to Don and “her three boys”, and 

later, her “three girls” - a real homemaker, willingly doing all that was required looking 
after them...everyone who had anything to do with her, knew that she had 3 boys...she 
would tell most people, “this is my oldest / middle / youngest boy. The other 2 are…”. 
She was “always there”...for Don, the boys, and later the extended family...for the 
birthdays, to take the children to the Magic Cave, plus everything in between. 

• Continually making things for her “boys and girls”...always in three’s...Christmas 
decorations, Decoupage, Tapestries, China Paintings, jumpers for which she had to 
master a knitting machine. 

• She loved, doted on, and spoilt her extended family (8 Grandchildren and “20.9” Great 
grandchildren...her 21st grandchild, Angus, son of Craig and Natalie, was born on the evening 
of her funeral). She was always knitting or sewing for them too. Of  very special im-
portance was the charm bracelet that Don brought back from America with 
charms that depicted the war...Phyl wore it for many years, but later she di-
vided the charms up between the three girls...at the same time she then pur-
chased bracelets for her 5 grand-daughters, and then for every birthday or 
Xmas they could choose to carry on with this or get another present...most 
chose the charms. 

• She was always interested to hear when her boys were getting together with 
old friends...particularly the Bunyip Crew (a group of ex scouts and leaders)
…”they were such nice boys”. 

• A superb cook, particularly her pea soups, Cornish pasties, suet puddings, 
curries, apple pies, and custards. 

• Was always non judgemental and forgiving; kind, humble, gentle, generous, 
warm and loving...a giving person, and very loyal to her friends and family. Her 
relationships with everybody were uncomplicated, unassuming, and simple 
(she was always reluctant to make a fuss)...she loved her relatives and friends, and 
saw the good in everybody and emotionally touched all she met…most would 
say, ”she was such a lovely lady”. Phyl was incredibly positive (especially with Don’s illness) and tenacious, 
always happy when things were not going right. She was always happy to go out with new people, and to try 
new things of interest. And she was always pleased to see her family, be with them, be fussed over in later life, 
an interested in what everyone was doing. Lastly, she was immensely proud of her children, her daughters, 
her grandchildren, and great grandchildren. 
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New additions to “the family” 
Tara GUPPY, born 10/06/2005 at Ashford Hospital, Adelaide, daughter of 
Sheree Gunn & Martin Guppy...G. Grand-daughter of Don & Phyl Gunn...p. 141 
Esther TROUP, born 11/06/2005 at Women & Children’s Hospital, Adelaide, 
daughter of Catherine Gunn & James Troup...G. Grand-daughter of Don & Phyl 
Gunn...p. 138 
Annie WARRICK, born 26/09/05 at Burnside Memorial Hospital, Adelaide, 
daughter of Tricia Gunn & Fraser Warrick...G. Grand-daughter of Don & Phyl 
Gunn...page 141 
Gypsy GUNN, born 01/05/06, at Modbury Hospital, Adelaide, daughter of 
David & Louise Gunn...G. Grand-daughter of Don & Phyl Gunn...p.141. 
Jasmine SCHOFIELD, born 03/03/2006 at North Eastern Community Hospi-
tal, Adelaide, daughter of Melissa Schofield...G Grand-daughter of Mary & Tom 
Schofield...p.268 
Angus GUNN, born 05/09/06 at Burnside Memorial Hospital Adelaide, son of 
Craig & Natalie Gunn ...G. Grand-son of Don & Phyl Gunn...page 140 
Kylah GUNN, born 30/01/07 at Women & Children’s Hospital Adelaide, son 
of Cameron & Lee Gunn ...G. Grand-daughter of Doug & Mavis Gunn...page 
146 

“Family Updates” and “Personal Notices” 

Congratulations to Nan Cormack  
(pp 386-7) 

who celebrated her 90th birthday at 
the Radissson Hotel, North Terrace 

Adelaide 
on the 20th November 2005. 



 

The Translation  
Fair is your honest happy face 
Great chieftain of the pudding race 
Above them all you take your place 
Stomach, tripe or guts 
Well are you worthy of a grace 
As long as my arm 
 

The groaning platter there you fill 
Your buttocks like a distant hill 
Your skewer would help to repair a mill 
In time of need 
While through your pores the juices emerge 
Like amber beads 
 

His knife having seen hard labour wipes 
And cuts you up with great skill 
Digging into your gushing insides bright 
Like any ditch 
And then oh what a glorious sight 
Warm steaming, rich  
 

Then spoon for spoon  
They stretch and strive 
Devil take the last man, on they drive 
Until all their well swollen bellies 
Are bent like drums 
Then, the old gent most likely to rift (burp) 
Be thanked, mumbles 
 

Is there that over his French Ragout 
Or olio that would sicken a pig 
Or fricassee would make her vomit 
With perfect disgust 
Looks down with a sneering scornful opinion 
On such a dinner 
 

Poor devil, see him over his trash 
As week as a withered rush (reed) 
His spindle-shank a good whiplash 
His clenched fist.the size of a nut. 
Through a bloody flood and battle field to dash 
Oh how unfit 
 

But take note of the strong haggis fed Scot 
The trembling earth resounds his tread 
Clasped in his large fist a blade 
He'll make it whistle 
And legs and arms and heads he will cut off 
Like the tops of thistles 
 

You powers who make mankind your care 
And dish them out their meals 
Old Scotland wants no watery food 
That splashes in dishes 
But if you wish her grateful prayer 
Give her a haggis!  

Address To A Haggis  
Fair fa' your honest, sonsie face, 
Great chieftain o' the puddin-race! 
Aboon them a' ye tak your place, 
Painch, tripe, or thairm: 
Weel are ye wordy o' a grace 
As lang's my arm. 
 

The groaning trencher there ye fill, 
Your hurdies like a distant hill, 
Your pin wad help to mend a mill 
In time o' need, 
While thro' your pores the dews distil 
Like amber bead. 
 

His knife see rustic Labour dight, 
An' cut you up wi' ready sleight, 
Trenching your gushing entrails bright, 
Like ony ditch; 
And then, O what a glorious sight, 
Warm-reekin, rich! 
 

Then, horn for horn,  
they stretch an' strive: 
Deil tak the hindmost! on they drive, 
Till a' their weel-swall'd kytes belyve, 
Are bent lyke drums; 
Then auld Guidman, maist like to rive, 
"Bethankit!" 'hums. 
 

Is there that owre his French ragout 
Or olio that wad staw a sow, 
Or fricassee wad mak her spew 
Wi' perfect sconner, 
Looks down wi' sneering, scornfu' view 
On sic a dinner? 
 

Poor devil! see him ower his trash, 
As feckless as a wither'd rash, 
His spindle shank, a guid whip-lash, 
His nieve a nit; 
Thro' bloody flood or field to dash, 
O how unfit! 
 

But mark the Rustic, haggis fed, 
The trembling earth resounds his tread. 
Clap in his walie nieve a blade, 
He'll mak it whissle; 
An' legs an' arms, an' heads will sned, 
Like taps o' thrissle. 
 

Ye Pow'rs wha mak mankind your care, 
And dish them out their bill o' fare, 
Auld Scotland wants nae skinking ware 
That jaups in luggies; 
But, if ye wish her gratefu' prayer, 
Gie her a haggis!  
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We have found some more 
cousins back in the Home 

Country & in Canada 
Descendants of Donald’s 

younger brother, Murdoch 
(Pages 315 to 318 had just so many 
“gaps”...they are now being filled in) 

 When Alex retired from the Astley Ainslie Hospital, they had to move out of the Lodge house, which had been their home 
for many years. They moved into a small flat in 14 Eyre Place, Edinburgh in 1965. In 1970, Bella was diagnosed with Lym-
phosarcoma of the right leg. She had her right leg removed, but it was too late, and she died in Eyre Place on the 9th Janu-
ary 1971, aged 69 years. She was cremated at Warrieston Crematorium, Edinburgh.  Bella never talked about her family in 
Caithness. Like most of the older generation, she did not believe in discussing the past, while she had 
cleared a lot of information from her parents house before she came to Edinburgh. 

 

After Bella died, Alex came to live with his son, William, and family in Dundee, and eventually they all 
came to stay in Peebles in 1985. His health started to fail in 1990, and he had to be hospitalised. Alex died, 

aged 92, in his sleep on the 12th May 1992 at Hay Lodge, Peebles. Alex 
was a lovely man - very good natured, and modest to a fault. He was also an 
avid reader. 
 

Their family...they had one son...William Francis DAVIDSON, who was born 
on 09/12/1936, Edinburgh , and married Davina Bennett COCHRANE, born in 
14/12/1940, Gorbridge. They had one daughter...Barbara Francis DAVID-
SON, born on 03/10/1967, Dundee, and married Alistair Archer ANDERSON, 
born 20/04/1961, Kelso. They have 2 children...Rachael Frances ANDERSON, 
born 29/07/1991, Edinburgh; Ross Daniel ANDERSON, born 20/01/1994, Edinburgh. 

Allistair,  
Barbara, Rachael & 

Ross,  

Descendants of  
Isabella (“Bella”) GUNN and 

Alexander DAVIDSON 
Bella was born on the 26th 

May, 1901 at Wester Cottage, 
Keiss, Caithness. Bella was very 
bright at school, but being the 
youngest, she looked after her 
mother until Margaret died in 
1925. Bella came to Edinburgh 
where her sister lived with her 
family. Alex DAVIDSON was 
born on the 29th March, 1900 at 
65 St. Leonards Hill, Edin-
burgh. Alex started as a Gate 
Porter at the Astley Ainslie Hos-
pital in Edinburgh. 

Bella met Alex, through Wil-
liam Henderson (her sister, 
Jessie’s husband). They were 
married on 25th September, 
1928 in Edinburgh. Jessie’s 
husband, died in 1931, and she 
had to go into domestic service, 
and was left with three children 
to bring up on her own. Bella and 
Alex took care of David and Billy, 
her two sons who were only 5 
and 3 years old at the time.  

Alex & Bella Davidson (on left) 

David and 
B i l l y 
s t a y e d 
with Bella 
and Alex 
until their 
own son, 
W i l l i a m 
was born 
in 1936.  

S e e 
n e x t 
page 
f o r 
more 
d e -
tails 

Vina & William, 2004 

Child 10 
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Descendants of Donald’s younger brother, Murdoch 
 

Murdoch & Margaret GUNN  - Their Family 
G.-1.5.1. Murdoch GUNN...b.1877, Keiss...d.1922, Keiss  / Margaret (“Maggie”) GEDDES...d. 1952, Keiss   
G.-1.5.2. Donald GUNN...b.circ. 1884...d.1980, Halkirk / Helen MOWAT...b.circ. 1900...d.1981, Halkirk 
G.-1.5.3. Peter GUNN...b.1886, Keiss...d.1966  / ??...To Canada. 
G.-1.5.4. Francis Robert (“Bob”) GUNN...b.1887, Keiss...d.29/06/1921, Edinburgh  
G.-1.5.5. Margaret (“Maggie”) GUNN...b.1888, Keiss / Kenneth SUTHERLAND 
G.-1.5.6. Alexandrina (“Alice”) GUNN...b.1889, Keiss  
G.-1.5.7. David William (“Willie”) GUNN...b.1895, Keiss...d.11/06/1935 , Dunfermline 
G.-1.5.8. Jessie Manson GUNN...b. circ. 1898, Keiss...d.1976 / William HENDERSON...b. 1897...d.1931 
G.-1.5.9. George (”Geo”) GUNN...b. 1899, Keiss...d. 1930 / Carol...To Canada. 
G.-1.5.a. Isabella Geddes (“Bella”) GUNN...b. 26/05/1901, Keiss...d. 09/01/19711971, Edinburgh 
 / Alexander S. DAVIDSON...b. 20/03/1900, Edinburgh...d. 12/05/1992, Edinburgh (see previous page) 

Descendants Murdo Gunn & Maggie Ged-
des...Child 4, Murdo & Betty Gunn 

Descendants of Alexandrina (“Alice”) GUNN...Alice had 
one child...Margaret Betty GUNN, born in 1914, married 
William SUTHERLAND, born in 1912 at Halkirk. William died in 
1952 at Glasgow. They lived in Edinburgh, and had three children...  
• Alistair SUTHERLAND was born in 1933 and died 1957. 
• William SUTHERLAND was born in 1934 and married Margaret 

DALY. They had 3 children… 
∗ Alistair, born in 1965 at London, and 

married Joanne, born 1968. They 
have 2 children…Cameron, born in 
1998 at London, and Isabella, born 
in 2002 at London. 

∗ William, born in 1968 at London, and 
married Susanne, born in 1970 at 
Liverpool. They have 2 children…
Heather, born in 1998 at London, 
and Beta, born in 1998, at London. 

∗ Iona, born in 1968 at London. 
• Kenneth SUTHERLAND was born in 1947 at Glasgow, and grew 

up in the west, in Argyll. He also lived in London, but moved to 
Edinburgh to look after his mother, and took an early retirement. 
He keeps in regular contact with his cousins, Edward and Jessie 
Sutherland, who run the garage in Halkirk.  He and Betty also 
maintain contact with George and Grayce Gunn in Toronto.  

Betty (centre) - Xmas with the  
Sutherlands, 1980 

Descendants of 
George Gunn (Canada) 

Grayce and George Gunn 

Francis Robert (“Bob”) 
GUNN 

Bob was born in 1887 at 
Keiss. He was a gar-
dener, and did not marry. 
He died of “Encephalitis, 
Lethargia and Meningitis” 
on the 29th June 1921, 
aged 34 at City Hospital, 
Edinburgh. His usual 
r e s i d e n c e  w a s 
“Sanatorium, Milnathort”. 
The witness to his death 
was his brother, David. 

Jessie Manson GUNN and William HENDERSON...Jessie was born in 1898 at Keiss. She married William Hender-
son, born in 1897. Sadly, William, aged 34, died in 1931 of TB at Edinburgh. So, Jessie was left with three children to 
bring up on her own. She had to go into domestic service, so her sister, Bella and husband Alex, took care of David and 
Billy, their two sons who were only 5 and 3 years old at the time. David and Billy stayed with Bella and Alex until their own 
son, William, was born in 1936. Their daughter, Isabel, was brought up by a friend, Dr Mears. Jessie died in 1976. Their 
family… 
• Child 1 – Isabel (“Issy”) HENDERSON was born on the 26th November 1920, and she married George MITCHELL, 

born in 1914 at South Africa, and died in 1980 at Stony Stratford. Isabel died on the 30th July 2006. They had 3 chil-
dren...Barbara MITCHELL, born in 1945 at Durban, South Africa; Peter MITCHELL, born in 1948 at England; Vivian MITCHELL, born 
in 1957 at England. 

• Child 2 – David HENDERSON was born in 1924 at Edinburgh, and died in 1982 at Kiddermeister, England. David mar-
ried Ruby, born in 1926 at Leicester. They had one child...David HENDERSON, born in 1946 at Leicester. 

• Child 3 – William (“Billy”) HENDERSON was born in 1926 at Edinburgh, and died in 2005 at Caen, France. William 
married Yvonne BARB, born in 1925 at France. They had 4 children, all born in France...Kathleen HENDERSON, born in 
1950; Marina HENDERSON, born 1952; Isabel HENDERSON, born 1954; Patricia HENDERSON, born 1959, and died in 1987. 

Jessie Isabel 

Daughter, Maureen 
Miller & husband 
Roger Banfield 

Grandson, Murdo; Betty; 
daughter, Maureen 

Grandchildren...Ian Gunn; Jona-
thon, Robert & James Miller 

David 

Billy Henderson, William & 
Yvonne Davidson 

We are very grateful to Davina Davidson, Maureen Miller & 
Ken Sutherland for this information 

Child 1 

Child 8 

Child 9 

Child 4 

Child 6 

Murdo will be supply-
ing more details of 
his family...see next 
lot of updates 


