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Last trip
own
nder

for Scots

|

clipper

Heritage: Charity takes
over City of Adelaide

BY CATRIONA WEBSTER

The world’s oldest surviv-
ing clipper has been trans-
ferred to her new owners,
before her final journey
from Scotland to Aus-
tralia. i

The City of Adelaide -
built in 1864 to take emi-
grants from Europe to Aus-

tralia - is voyaging south

- for the first time in around

125 years.

The boat has been kept
on a slipway at the Scottish
Maritime Museum at
Irvine, Ayrshire, since 1992
after sinking in the Clyde
the previous year. The mu-
seum could not afford tore-
furbish the ship and ap-

plied to scrap her and save
some of the parts.

The new owner, charita-
ble organisation Clipper
Ship City of Adelaide, led a
campaign to save and relo-

cate the boat, which will
now become part of a new
maritime heritage park in
South Australia.

The group beat arival bid
from campaigners in Sun-

derland where she was
built. The clipper’s papers
were formally handed over
during a ceremony at the
museum before she begins
the first leg of the 13,670-

. mile journey.

Sam Galbraith, of the

GOING HOME: David Mann, left, of the Scottish Maritime Museum, and Peter Christopher of the Adelaide chalrity in front of the clipper

museum’s trustees, said:
“The voluntary group Clip-
per Ship City of Adelaide
Ltd has worked carefully
and methodically to reach
this stage and demon-
strated that they had the
technical skill and knowl-
edge to complete the con-
servation of the vessel.”

Clipper Ship City of Ade-
laide director Peter
' Christopher said: “The
' movement of the City of

i Adelaide reflects not only a

remarkable engineering

| feat but also demonstrates

what can be achieved

f through do-operation.



“Faced with the prospect
of the vessel being decon-
structed, the Scottish Gov-
ernment, to its credit, de-
cided to explore other
options.

“The relocation of the
ship to the city after which

it was named is an appro-
priate solution to a difficult
problem, and one which
will benefit future genera-
tions in both our coun-
tries.”

Jim Tildesley, the mu-
seum’s former director and
co-ordinator of the project,
organised the rescue of the
boat when she sank in the
Clyde.

He said he has no regrets

' “The relocation
of the ship to the
city after which
it was name

is appropriate?

about seeing her depart.

“Having worked in muse-

ums all my working life,

our job is to pass the her-
| itage on to the future, and
we are passing it on to an
organisation that is going
to have more resources to
look after it,” said Mr
Tildesley.

The 450-tonne clipper
will carry her last cargo -
the letters of schoolchil-
dren from across the UK to
their counterparts in Aus-
tralia as part of a cultwral
exchange.

The A-listed ship was
once regarded as unrecov-
erable because of the silted
river and protected wet-
land areas around her
berth in Irvine, but engi-
neers in Australia created a
steel cradle to allow the
ship to be rolled across a
temporary bridge over the
river surface and on to a
| low-draft barge.

The City of Adelaide is
due to leave Scotland
within days, depending on
the weather.

The barge will take the
vessel to Greenwich, in
London, where she will
moor beside sister ship
the Cutty Sark. She will
then be lifted into the
hold of a cargo ship
for the journey to Aus-
tralia.

The clipper - which in
later years was used as a
hospital ship, a training
boat and a clubhouse - is
expected to arrive in Ade-
laide next spring.

\ Paiing by artist John Ford of the City of Adelaide under sail

Oldest clipper ship ready for final trip to Australia

' HERITAGE
|

The world’s oldest clipper
| ship is to make her final
trip from Scotland to the
Australian city after which

| she is named. {

The City of Adelaide w:
built in 1864 to take mi-
grants to Australia and was
later used as a hospital

ship, a training ship, and fi-

nally as a clubhouse
moored on the Clvde in

Glasgow. When in Scotland
she was flooded and has
been stored on a slipway at
Irvine, Ayrshire, since 1992
where she was preserved
by the Scottish Maritime
Museum.

The museum could not
afford to refurbish the ves-
sel and had applied to de-
molish her to save some of
the parts of the ship, but the
group - Clipper Ship City of
Adelaide - applied to relo-
cate her and the clipper is

sl

now to become part of a Australia. The ship was re-
maritime heritage park in

The Adelaide lies forlorn and dérelict ét Irvine

garded as unrecoverable

due to the silted river and
protected wetland areas
around her, but engineers
in Australia created a steel
cradle that will allow the
ship to be rolled on to alow-
draft barge, where she will
then sail to London in
September for the first leg
of her 13,670-mile journey.

She will be moored be-
side her sister ship, the
Cutty Sark, before being
lifted on to a huge cargo
ship to travel to Australia.

Clipper Ship City of Ade-
laide boss Peter Christo-
pher said: “I can almost
picture the spectacle as the
clipper is transported up
the River Thames to Green-
wich, bringing together the
two last original 19th-cen-
tury clipper ships.”

The cradle made to lift
the ship out of her berth in
Irvine cost £700,000 to
build, with a third of the
money coming from public
donations in Australia.
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*City of Adelaide’ Rudder

The “City of Adeluide” = 148 vears old - five years alder than the
workd's only other surviving clipper ship the “Cuity Sark®. Whale
the *City of Adelnide” hull survives from the oniginal 1354 build,
the rudder is 13 vears younger as the onginal rudder was swept
away off South Australia in 1877, Thal event marked a
remarkable ory of high drama and seamanship when the
Captain, Edward Alston, saved his ship, its crew and his heavilky
pregrant wife, (race. from being jost in & fierce stormm o the
rugged coast of Kangarco lstand.

A fier lcaving Port Augusta for Loodon on 51 October TETT wilth
# cargo of Flinders Ranges” copper. Captain Alston had cleared
the wesiern end of Kangarco (dfand and was beanng away
round Tasmenia to then head for Cape Hom (m & November, &
fierce wind and heavy sea knocked avway the ruddes abourt 0
mites due south of Kongaroo [siand.

For throe days they bamhed with the ruddericss ship usmg a jury-
ripped roditer. They wene then some 21 miles seuth of Kasgarco
{slanid when they sighted Y oung's Rocks desd abead By tnmming sails and dragging large
chains over the sides, they managed fo veer past the reel and than past Cape Willoughty on the
eastern tip of the idand. The lighthuise keepers af Cape Willowghby witnexied this and fogged
their distress :PE.E__._.:...._ﬂ.ﬂaEHEﬂﬁEﬁFEEE%E:EﬂEEﬂE&E_&EQ
a Todd™s Telegraph did not exiend that far south Ciractually the “City off Adelnide" was turmed
northwanis through Backstairs Passage and into Sain Vineeni"s Gulf

i was on |3 November, seven dan affer the sioom. that the Sermaphors ancharage was cventaally
renchied. A& rug then twed the clippe imto the Port River to Fletcher's Slip. There 8 new fudkder
wiis made From cocalypl omber 2nd noew cast motml hinge—pintles msde to hang the new nadder.
In remarksbhy quich tme the South Austratian shiphiilders had the “Cin of Adelande” repaired
and resdy [0 S ez

Theee weeks aftcr finally keaving Souh & porrslia ond @ & point rooghhy belfway betwesn Now
Fialand and Cape Hom, Graoe Aston gane hirth we ason. London was fimally resched m 103
davs, two dapes belier thign the ship's hewmcward overage

Fior i remuriable actions, Captain ALSTHR e presented with a wilver abver and a huedred
VTRl Upon Hhe nexl whsii ol the ity of Adelaide” 1o Pont s deinide in the following year

In u,_.u..m.aﬁuﬂﬁ_l:_..unutﬁqnnf._.ﬂ?ﬂhf iradsries g Fisherss scientis helpod Britih archaeologists to confirm thar the
surviving “City of Adelside” radder was the one bllt in Per Adeluide in [5T7. The schentists wene able 1o coafirm thad the nudder
s scnrpined and mude from Aatralan ﬂdiui?#iu;ﬂunnf 18§77 radder







